New data on reproduction and early ontogenesis of the antlered sculpin, Enophrys diceraus
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Reports on spawning of the antlered sculpin (Enophrys &L@ps) its larvae development and timing
of their appearance in plankton in Peter the Great Bay were aIready done earller (Sokolovsky and
Sokolovskaya, 1999; Panchenko, 2005). However, such |mpoiﬁn1~ e?ﬁ of the bi Iogy of this species as
the timing and conditions of spawning, eggs developm ent and .g s|t| of v,;;_:{,‘_,t larval stage have
not been sufficiently investigated. Our year-round con jg : .“-- ktonic and i “}' gical study
conducted in 2017-2021 and supplemented investigations v ; | ,ﬁ:' gL s sta om 2019
made it possible to highlight these issues in more detail. The 1 ) Na ut on ekly basis in
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Fig. 1. Male of the antlered sculpin (in the
center) near a clutch of eggs on oysters
(on the left) TR S SRR
- Fig. 2. Egg clutch that has fallen from
the substrate to the muddy bottom
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It is known from literary sources that larvae of
the antlered sculpin in the Peter the Great Bay appear
in ichthyoplankton at the end of April (Sokolovsky,
Sokolovskaya, 1999). Our research showed that the
onset of hatching may o much earlier in some
years. In 2020 the fir ‘ '- cu|p|n larvae were
found at the fish-lu
Bay already on Mz
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0°C (a drop to -1.7°C in January—February was rec
area from mid-December to the end of March. ,
In other years, the timing of the onset of |
late March to the second decade of May, whick
but also on the proximity of the developi
when the first larvae having the size apprc
~only in May, the spawning of the an
‘happen for some reason.
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Fig. 4. Larvae with a body length of 7.8
and 8.0 mm (TL)




